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Transeript of Debriefing of Students who Attended the Survival,
Escape and Evasion School, Camp Carsom, Colorade, _ 25X9A2

This meeting has been called to effect an informal bdriefinz of i
7ive characters who attended the two weeks course of Survival, Escave
snd Evasion, so called, at Camp Garson-. Golloradag

By way of background 1 think that 1t would be well for me to brir:
tdl of you up to date on the situation out there and let you know o
ittle bit of the background of the project. Briefly the setup i» tklss
““he Strategis Air Command of the Air Force has set up a Survival, Zccape
snd Evasion school at Camp Carsvn, Colorado to provide training on
shoge subjects to members of combat aircrews of Strategic Alr Command.
Tme to this Agency's cooperation and assistance in this Alr Foroce
project we are authorized to enter some of our personnsl and studeats
in thess courses. The course is & two weeks affair and they will xun
cvery three weeks: in other words, there's a one week hreak hetwee:r.
cyurges. The first group that we sent out there entered the first
vmal class that has been run through the school. Prior to this oclazs
tiat they attended a group of some ons hundred and fifiy or two hundrod
&ir Force personnel were run through, @ll of whom had escaped, evasil,
@7 both, during the war. However, that first course was in the nat .x:
ol a dry run, more or less, end the course that our people attended ~a
rially the first run for record. Theoratically the Air FTorce perso-unl

bafore thoy go out to receive the training are given a 36-hour pericd
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o’ tralning ad squadron level ¢t theii' home stations. The unit &i
G:reon, the 3904th Training Squadron, has provided the various

Suretegio Alr Command units with lecture material, and instrustional
dute with which to condust this initial thirty-siz hours instruction.

Yo have that same materiesl here and we condusted a boiled-down versic:
ot this pre~training instruction that was given 4o the Air Force psople.
“si0d on my ideas of what the course was to consist of when they go% wun
share, we supplemented to some extent the 36-hour training and we con--
prossed in other ways. For example, in the five days of briefing aal
instruction that these people got we gave them some ten or twelve

hours of code practice, the suppositiun being that all the Air Forss
students who reported out there were supposed to have reached & pro-
ficiency inm sending and receiving Morse Code at five words per minute.

i think you will find out later when the five ex-studsnts have & chance
t0 hold forth that our communications tminﬁ‘ng vag superfluous ’and. up=
recessary, Similarly we had five two-hour psriocds of physical
conditioning to get our sedentary peopls & 1ittle bit prepared for il
rugzed outdoor life. Well, they found vhen they got out there that
whey wore in far better shape, not only as & result of the ten hourr
they got here’ tut they were in better shape in general than those Alr
Foroe people who apparently hadn’t bad any of that type of activity.

I den't want to monopolize the platform any more than I have to and

1'd 1ike next to turn the podium over to each of these five gentlenme. .
who in turn will give you briefly and informally his reactions and id.¢3

of the course. A% the copelusion of each presentatien I think that i6
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would be proper for any of you to ask as many questions on any phase
»f this thing as you would like to.
25X1A%a
Now, before I turn over to _ who will lead off, are thers
any questions on the general background of this-proposition? Apparently
25X1A%a : '
20t, and Larry, will you take on from here. This iz [ vho 1s

one of our people in training.

25X1A%9a
First of 21l can you hear me in the back of the room or shall I

speek & little bit louder? I want to start off with the cover problem
hacause I think that's something that will be stressed quite a bit as
iha other fellows come up to talk to you. One of the biggest problems
5hat we did have wae the cover situation, however. As far as instruc-

25X1A9%a

_ tion itsel? was concerned, as N ==13. the first week before
w2 left here we had & solid week of getting back into physical coenditlion
znd briefly going over the baslc imstructions which we were to later on
have at Carson and these ten hours of physical training which we had
was really worth while becauss after we got out to Carson we vere issued
new combat boots and had to break them inm. Hone of the five of us
suffered at a2ll from foot trouble. We were all surprised and delighted
zbout it and it was really worth vhile.

The course itself was a very good course, I thought. All of us here
had, of course, previous military service and some of us had considerable
7ield experience so ws didn’t gain too much as far as actual personal
teneflt was concernod dut we were in a good position to evaluate the
¢ourse. The course was designed for Air Forces and those chaps who 1

sogumed had very little ground experience or previous basic trainlng of
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7a'=,~<,n;r soré on how to get around om the ground. It brought them down
:u% of the clouds, and gave them a chance %0 walk around the ground
snd start learning. For that reason I thought it vas & very good
course. FPeople who have ﬁd previous Infantry training or basic Army
sraining of any sort would h:nn a chance to get down om the ground and
i;et around; 1 think they might start off a 1ittle further along than
+he Air Force did, however.

The Tirst three or four deys wers moxye or less conditioning for
~he men that got out there. We bhad really hed a wesks previous training
rnd the other boys who got thexe had had no previous training at all.
“hey had received no physical conditioning and no radio training. There
vas to be & weeks basic instruction but thai hedn't been covered for this
perticular grovp of fellows and the first two or three deys were speni
srying to get them inte condition and showing them training films on
jand pavigation, taking them on welks around the area and so on such as
hat. The instructors were var;v good: gsergeant instructors, officers,
¢nd eivilians. Bech crev of nwd.onﬁ had about Tifteen mem in it and
{hers were with our particular group three ingtructors and one sergesné
vho was to become an imstructor with the pext courss. We did have a
rood group of fleld men who kuew their way around and you could really
Jearn a great deal from them Just be batting the breege. Yom could
get around the campfire or something 1ike that and talk to ﬂu fellows;
we lsarned mere that way than from the actual lectures that were given
iuring the deytime.

After the ﬂist four days in Cemp we went up to the Base Camp in

:he mountalne in the Saylor Park area and we stayed there about fivs days
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I think. At Saylor Park we pitched camp using a helf of a psrachute.
%ach fellow had a half a parachute and we could pitech any sort of tent
that wve wanted to. We had alrendy had a dencnstration of showing us
how we could make & paratepee with a parachate or we ¢ould make & lsan~
o or any aéirt of shelter that you could imagine and we all had
wountain sleeping bags, thus being pretty well equipped. When we
-arrived in Saylor Park I think we had about 18 inches of snow that
night so we really learnsd how to meke canp when it was darn cold.
i think the fellows did a ﬁretty fair Job, Of course, we 41dn't sleep
%00 warm that night but I think we lgarned something snd Chuck became
the expert fire man. He made a fire with one match in the srow storm
snd .1 thought that was pretty good. We had 0-3 rations while wve
wers in cemp. The first day we built our elolters and just orgenized
ithe camp. Then the second day we came arourf and oritiqued the cemp
znd we improved the shelters, trlod: to make them as best we conid. It
seeme &8s though using a parachute that this naratepee was & darn good
shelter; the parachute was falrly waterproof and it was v.ery warn. It
was the warmest shelter that could be desirel. There were various ways
in which you could set up the paratepee - yoi could use one single pole
nnd drape it around very niocely or you could use & half dozen poles
nnd makte a very nics shelter.
During the Samp we made our own fires and cooked our own food.
ife had lectures on mountein climbing and use of ropes; we had lectures
on trapping game and the propsrT place to place snares or traps. We
7ad lestures on hunting, fishing and snaring wild animals, using gill

nets and the ususl regular fleldoraft lectures.

ESHER
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They stressed trall discipline as much as possible - trail
discipline with a group is a very important thing. There has to be one
psreon who is boss, doesn't matter who it is (of course, it should be
the best man) but the upuel procedure is to take the ranking person
present who becomes the orew coMndor. and he is the boss of the crew.
Thetls the way it should be. Thers should be ons person who is recogniged
by one group as the crew commander, and they should stress trail
dscipline (and they did and we got along very nicely) . After the
four or five days in Saylor Park we went out on & survival problen
onrgelf, the B & E problem. We were taken up by truck to & sinnlated
heil=out point and each crew was separated there, you see, and scattered
a% half-mile intervals (roughtly half mile intervals). Each crew had
iis complete equipment, rations, eleeping bag, parachute, etsc. Thera
were three or four maps with each orew and three or four compasses.

e ch orew was rether large; there were nineteen men in our crew and
that made individual experience a little difficuli because we didn’t
got maoh individual training. The crew commandsr himself really got &
werkout, he learned guite a bit but the other fellows didn’t learn too
mueh as far as land navigation or anything like that was concerned.

At any rate we were taken up to this bail-out point and given & map
lccation of a check-in station where we wers to report in within three
or four days. There was a 48<hour peried in which we had to report ia
by vadlo for instructions as to where to go to be picked up. The trek
1t301f lested from Monday aftermoon to Saturday morning. We were

picked up on Saturday morning = bailed out on Monday afterncon - and
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during this time we had to be careful on this erose-country trek through
wooded areas (it was quite hilly) and we had to be quite careful as

to the route. There was an Infantry ocutfit up there patrolling the
area and they were to pick up any persons whon they found around., Of
sourse, they didn®t pick you up and take you prisoner but they Just
picked you up and found out what crew you belonged to and let you
continue on your way. They did stress the EZE part of it pretty
thoroughly. Our crew never saw any Infantry, they saw three or four
nther crews, hut we didn't see any Infantry fellowe at all.

We went around to the flank and around to the rear of the place
where we were to check in and pitched a camp and stayed and camped
sbout a dey and a helf. We stayed in camp and fished. The fishing
was pretty good; Dave was the best fisherman in the bunch I think.
{Voice in audience = The only one that got up in time!) Thatzs right=-
the only one that got up eerly enough. We didn®t have it too difficult
on the cross—country trek. One of the weaknesses, 1 felt, was the fact
that there was very little mentioned in methods of putting out patrols
end cross—country mai'chcs and the faot that although ve were shown &
novie on csmouflage there was no instruction on cemoufliage whatsoever.
¥hen we pitched camp at this epot where we gtayed for a day and a half
it wag a solid mass of white paratepees. When the Alr Reconnaissance
same over the area looking for us it was pretty obvious that someone
was down below:. I seriously doubt thet anyone got away undetected as
far as that was concerned. The white parachute wouldn't have been too
difficult to camouflage, and I think some training along these lines

should have been given. We ate pretty good and we really enjoyed it.
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The way I felt wyself-=I had a lititle bit of experlense in living in
the f1e1d and T felt it had a few shortcominge such as living off the
lend for exampls. Up in the woods there were quite a few wlld onloms,
thare were dandelions everyvhere, and if you are golng to live off the
lend you might as well learn what you can eat becaupe sometime it
might come around where such experience will be worth while. There was
ne mention made of the faoct that dandelion greens are Just as good as
spinach or that wild onions are good to eat and they are pretiy easily
detected. I think they could have thrown together a meal from the
things they had found there in the field and at least shown there ars
meoy things that grew around the a;rea that they could bhave lived on.
Thore was s0me Lgame--we saw someé rabhits and aquirrell, we saw & deor
track, and, of course, there were fish. One of the sergeants was
Pratty handy with the sling shot. He got a squirrel with a sling shors,
which 1s pret‘ty £good but I think theyvoould have ihmm the fTellows a3
fer as the vegetahle matter around, thm} there ware several thingi
that they couid have lived on. ZLven to let them get & taste of it and
sen 4f &t was alright end didn't taste too bad. Then they would have
renembered it whereas this way they left the camp still not knowing
wh2% a wild onlon was or that dandelion greens are good to eat. A_f’eor
we got through to the pick-up point we were picked up and taken back to
the mess area of CGamp Carson and thers vers given a demonstration of
aiv evacuation by use of the SA-16 airplane which they are using at the
mement for air rescus missions. It was & jet-assisted take-off--it was
ey good. They were just showing the Air Forces what they could do
when they came in to pick them up and ! think it was a very good

demonetration. I think that’g about all I'1l go into right now and
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iet the other fellows pick up as they come along.

Do any of you have any questions right now?

Yos. BHow small should these groups be for good individual
training?

I think that for tralning purposes they should be no larger than
fivs. I would prefer to have them down to perhaps three-men groups ir
they could do it becsuse under actual field conditions I suspect that
they would be three-men groups. That was pretty generally agreed upon =
that under field conditions where you were really trylng to get out you
probably would have perhaps a three-man group. I think three men might
be better than two men under field conditions and for training purposes
I would say no larger than five men. A guy sort of has to really know
how to use a compass, to know what a mile amounts %o on the ground in
hilly country, and woods, on flat land, and so om, where he cen really
ges out and learn something.

Did you have an opportunity to select landing sites and report
back?

Yes, I dldn't mention it - during the E&E part of the problem the
erev commander was to select a landing site which would meet the re=
quirements of SA~16. This would be sdlected, marked, and reported back.
They were to land helicopters on these sites and evaluate them on the
ground. Unfortunately they didn’t have the helicopters available right
then and our parilcular group didn't find any suiteble landing site.

(One of audience speaks but cannot be transcribed - not clear.

Quostion 18 on subject: Camouflage parachute problem.
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The camouflege problemt?

Yes sir.

Would you repeat the gquestion pleasel

Surely. The gueztion was about a pre-camouflage parachute helping
%o solve the camouflnge problem. I don't know renlly. A camouflage
parachute I'm sure lis of some velue for samouflage but still it's shiny
for one thing. I think you'd probably have to duvll the surface of it
and go on but it would definitely be much hetter than = white parachute.
It definitely would be.

How long did 1t take you to get the paratepee set up %o use?

Well, I would nay two or three fellows could have it up and ready
to use in half an hour.

Camouflage would be betier, wouldn’t 12

It wouldn't hurt to knock it down and ditch it or gomething and
thers were a lot of evergruis.. 1 think they could at least have out
gors brush and put around the paratepee. ¥We talked about it, we wers
going % do it bubl the rest of the fourteen guys sald, "Oh well, they're
suppossd to quit after five olclock at night", and so we just let it
go at that. That was gll there was to it.

(Question of food arose)

The food which we bhad on the five-dsy trek vas egain & C-2 raticn
for this particular problem. We veére esch given about & rations. Five
comp}.et; rations and you could teke as guch or as little or it as you
wished. Most of us eut that pack down guite a 1ittle bit because the
rations themselves weighed ten ox tvelve poundsrand it adds up in &

day's walk. A little later they will hsve a new ration designed whieh
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they will use in later classes=~1 ‘think it will be much better. Xt
will be lighter and 1t will meke the fellows f§e1 more like they're
surviving too.

I don't think you'll ever have that type food out there bscause
it's supposed to be for eveluation purposes mors than for use by the
&ir Foree.

I see. They're really going to be disappointed if they don't
rave 1% becaus§ they’re plenning on it,

What other equipment did you have with you?

We had three compasses, each persor had a sheath knife, we hed a
mouwnitaln sleeping bag each, each perion had a poncho, half a parachute,
two shroud lines, wax coated matches, that’s about all besides the
ablions,

Were there rifles lssusd to youl?

There was no rifle issued, no. No groups hed any firearms of any
EOL %o

What was the purpose for not lssulng firearme?

Woll, not issuing flrearms was because there were so many fallows
gning through the course--one hundred and fifty fellows--and the thought
i9 shat a hundred and fifty persons going through every three wesks
ther'd shoot the country!s game in a hurry, I think that's the reason
for 3%,

Did you fire the Hornet Rifle?

We did fire the Hornet Rifle. What was your opinion of it?
;J.“homgm it waa a very good rifle. Especially for the purpose for
whiah 1% was designed. It's a good gun.

4
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Did eny of the students get an opportunity to go om & bunt?

Fot in that partioular class. What they had originally iptended
war for two students from each group go out and try to get a deer or
somsthing such as that_ to Just have a taste of venison becaunse many of
the fellows had never eaten dear. Alsc we were o have demonstirated
the skinning of aniu;ls and preparing food and so on. Two studentis
fros each group originally were supposed to go hunting but General
¢ ¥ay was there at the time and Gen. Le ‘Ma.v took care of it and we
aign't bave to worry about it at all. UYe did have venkson though.

Larry, dl4 you have any medical supplies?

Ag to medical supplies esch Air Crew was issued survivel medieal
¥ite, It wasn't the complete Sac's survival kit. The things in 1t like
worshine or guch vere left out but each crew did have a medicsl ki
wits them and there was an ambulance which could be contacted. It
nigrt bave taken & little while bdut you could get hold of them, medick
alea.

¥hen you startsd on this problem did you know exactly where you wers
or #1d you have to find that out?

When we started on the problem we didm't know exmoily where we
vars. We knew roughly where we were but our particular unit bailed oud
off the map and we spent the first day end a half getting back on the
wag. We knew roughly whers we were and we knew where we were goling but
&8 tar as the map was concerned it didn't help too much except to point
cut lsndmarks which you could see.

Larry, 'was thers any such thing as & Rat line with people that you

night be able to contact?

%
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As to & similated Rat line, in & sense there was. I mentioned a
+heck=1n point, this check=-in peint was assumed to be a safe-house with
& gterile area of sbout a half mile around the safe-houseitself. Thus
in a sense there was & Rat lins, yes.
But you knew about the safe-house?
Yegs. We were given a lecture on safe-houses and escape routes
end such as that but they are playing it a little cogy this time.
They veut to protect anybody who is on the ground so I doudt if they
would give them too much information as to where a safe~houss was or
wrom to contact out there. They way they put it was if you were shot
down someone would get in touch with you instead of you getting in touch
" with someone elss,
Before I forget 1%, on Escape and Evasion end of it, as [ 25X1A%a
25X1A9a A told you, the class before ours was a trial elass which was nade
us of former evadees and Prisoners of War from vworid ¥ar II. 25X1A%a
25X1A%a - told us that in this previous class those who were sucsessful in
erading in the problem wers those who had been gucoessful evaders during
World War IX and that those who were picked up were the guye who had been
POl g during World War II so 1t sort of hit us that they st1ill ran truef
to form. Are there any more questions?
Did you carry centeens?
Yes, we did carry canteens and we had halazone teblets with us on
tihe trip. Question?
Were you radioed at the safa-house?
We were not. The reason that each crew did not have a radio was

bosause radios were not available at that time. In the later classes
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éach crew will have a radic and they will be in radio communications, yes.

25X1A9%9a ]

Larry, how would thay know how to get communisations in the safe-
house?

Well, a3 to how %o kvow when to get into communications and such
probably would come into tha orew 'brioﬁng beforas they took off on a
f1ight and at that time wonld be ziven instructions I presume. If you
vera shot down you would iome on the air on such and such a frequency
hehwsen cerﬁatn hours and 'gi-n your authontieétion and tell the ciroum-
stances and reseive further instructions at that time. It wounld come
uwiﬁr‘your hriefing.

If it were to be & 3000 mile flight X should think that would be an
insufficient briefing because you would have (o turn the frequengy in _
TYOTY ATrSA YOu g0.

I think that will be taken care of. Actually I don’t know but cn these
particular radios which are used the frequency is set by srystal, you see,
and that determines the frequency. Say where you only have two or three
sryatels in your pocket that's all you have and your briefing would tell you
whan and where to wuse such and such e crystal. Well, that's the only
erystal you have. We used the TR-1 in Chins and I think we had ranges up
50 about 1200 iiles, is that right Colonel, or more?

Depends on the metesorlogical position, very hard thing to say,
sosatimes yoti can't even gat fifty miles.

We did have pretty fair range on ours, I think it was about a thousand

or twelve hundred miles.
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Do they figure on using that stuff, TR-1%

in the school? They probably will use the TR~1's. It's pretty heavy

but I think they will use 1it. |

They won't be able to transport that heavy eet, they'll have to have

something ...

No sir, the crew's going to carry it.

They can't carry 1%.

They're going to carry it.

They are?

Yes eir. They are heavy but ...

Are there any other questions? Well, Dave, I guess you can take over.
25X1A%a Thanks, Larry. EEEEEvill you now take over. One thing that might
111 in a gap in there is that the real lack of equipment was due to ths
fact that the survival kits that these people should have are under develop~
mens and not available yet but as I understand it each parachute will have
# rather complete kit which will ineclude your matches, tablete and fish
netw, snares, etc., plus the little 22 Hornet Rifle. That kit unfortunately
hasn't been developed and they don't have it out yet.
| 25X1A9%a -

Larry Just sbout covered everything that there was to be covered.
Howsver, I could evaluate the program from my stendpoint and say that
1 éon't think 1t's worth while for our people. (Ive said that in writing.)
As & survival course for air orew membérs, I thinik it's a wonderful Jobg in
two weeks they give them more _than seems possible espscially for these boys
{pun Brooklyn and so on that have never been outside before. I don‘t

remeiiber a thing at all being said about escape although ‘that's in the
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title of the school - Survival, Escape and Evasion. Xt wasn't touched
on once to my knowledge. Evaslon, as they said themsslves, is about five
nerdont of the school and the other ninety-five percent is gurvival.

Now, the air end of it is what I was partiounlarly in‘h;a‘x'-ntod in. %he
98-18 bdbullt by Grumman which right now has air rescue apprt;val is the
machine for use in the pick-up phase. I wae dlsappointed in the JATO
tako-off and I talked to the Alr Rescus pecple thers from the Squsdron
which 1s baged at Denver and handles these demonstrations. Tpoy“ re planning
%0 bé\ost the Jet power on those things, I uwnderstand, with four thousand
poond bottles inatend of one thousand pound or something like that. The
JAT) take-off got the airxplame off the ground ahout ten feet high and it stayed
jen feet high for about tem miles which 1sn't & very fast rate of climb.

1% seemed that way, it wasn't quite that drastic. Normal load: they picked
o) n orew of four, they probably were not carrying a meximum gas load or
anything like that and the altitutde at take-off was about 6500 feet above
zen Lbevel I imagine. It wae such that it wouldn’¢ climd too rapidly on the
take-off and proﬁably 1% would perform much better at altitudes at whieh %
sizht be called upon to operats under sctusl resone condltions; but theyire
no% tao happy. I understand one of the engines was lost on one of thoze
planes and the chep had fto set 1t down in the middle of the road up in that
AraRo

- Well, they realize that the present take~off is inadequate and
they are 4rylug to modlify it. |

- Az Larry mentioned there was no crew that (I think, Larry,
thet this is true of the other crews - I may be wrong) picked out an

susrgency landing field., The arem was not suited for that; the only
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comparatively level spots were these small valleys which were all more or less
tuné 'a, saturated land which are not much good for anything to land on.
I hers nothing to add to what Larry had to eey. If anyone has any questions
welli try to get im them.

25X1A%a - Get back to this airplane. What did you think of the ground
cleavance on 1t for a rescue?! Did you notlce that?

'.l"he carriage and the clearancse between the bottom and the ground,

1¢'¢ not much because it's got that funny uwnfolding kind of landing gear
anyway ‘that looks like it might jam up. I guese it's perfectly o.k. or
else Grummen wouldn®t be building them that way but 1'm not an expert in
thoso matters at all.

25X1A9 :
a B ve1l, it might be interesting to you people to know that

whon I was out there last fall or last winter I ves present. 25X1A%a
He commanded the Air Rescue Squadron up in Alaska and he has none of the
SE-1%e; mainly because of the ground clearance; it has only about 6 inches
yet tha Grumman people and the Air Rescue people Jjust acrose the atreet
here are sold on this particular machine. They sey that you can run it around
with & flat tire. I personelly can't see how you can do 1t = it seems to
me trat 1f one tire went flat it would belly up.

Where, not on & runway.

¥ell, 1'm no expert in airplenes but I was with B e he 25X1A%a
appreised 1t and he certalnly wasn’t fond of it at all.

¥ell, he doesn’t like anything without ekis on 1¢...

Well, no, no.

What does he usually use in the Arctic?

He's ueing what he can got.
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Mostly C-477¢, C~125'g, and so on.

Hels not primarily interested in skis, he operates 12 months out of
the veamr.

¥Well, the airplane, as Air Remcus saye, 1s & stop gap sirplane and
1%'e best to bave right now oconsidering everything. It's got a very re-
gpeciable radius of action, decent pay load, 'gooo. landivg and take-off
charzeteristice and 1t 1s not tripbidbious but is 1s samphidbicus. I think
the hest tﬁing the school is doing for the Strategic Air Coumand of the Joint
Chiefs of Staffs is ralsing the morale of those SAC éraws who have a vory
dlm rrospest of being the first people in any fuiure war to become
cnsuslties or potential FOW!g. It does give them & feeling that in«this vaat
mysterious Buraelion contimseut there is & chance for them to get out, &
wng lompressed in the lecturs room by almost feeling the morale come up
during these lactures. I think the other boys will agree with that; they
got vory interseted, very excited. As a matter of fact, some of the
instructions and the method of presentation of the SAC school in the lscture
hall was good enough to&imost make 1t seem 1ike "well, here's sabout & five
million dollar sirplane but to hell with it if ¥ choose these survival
kits Yeceuse 1t'a so much fum to bail out of the airplane and let it go."
They do almost meke it seem that poselble. Thatle all 1 have, B 25X1A9a

25X1A9a
0,X. and thank you very much. Jack, will you take over and

coniribute your part?

LR
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Well, there's not too much to add except & few general comments. The

whole emphasis of the school and the evasion aspect is that the crewr will
be picked up and they're not going to be Just left there for an indefinile
periad of time. The courss should contridute greatly to the chances of
SAC crew members successfully surviving. The equipment is very good I
¢kinsc end hes wonderful possibilities 17 it is used with a degree of
efficlency at all. They have thought of almost everything. One other item,
therz was & question on a Hornet Rifle. The exact training program they
had was not too good as it was given to us. They gave & lecture on the
rifls which is & wonderful weapon for its purposes but they did not;. let the
jmdividual students handle the wespon at the time they were lecturing on
5% - they did not let them take 1t apart to see now it worke. Then, on the
rongs that day we fired ten rounds at a bundred yards, 1 believe it wes, at
& small bulls-eye target. Then they had a small game terget at which
tventy rounds were to be ﬂred, which we completed but the laet part of
firing range wag not completed because of the weather. It was very windy
that day and the guns were all light and they were firing a good bit off.
You could tell by your targets that they were definitely being effected
end we did not get to fire the last target at two hundred yards to see
what the gun would do at that. They do not recommend that they use those
cver & hundred yarde. Thelr emphesis 1n the school on this evasion aspect
heg been changed from the last war ip that when you meet an underground
group 1# the briefing procedure they do not tell them any more than
ebsolutaly necessary and they emphaslize the faot to the people that if they
are picked up by underground groups that they ask no questions, that they

éc exactly as they're told. They stress that a good bit, they seem to be
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That?e about all I have at th1§ time.

I i1 you sound off now.

0.K. Well, lots of the things that I was going to say have already
been covered by_ I was going to make & few comments about cover,
wouldl iike to meks ome or two comments about cover very briefly. The covers
were thin, might go over right sometimes, again they might not so I donft
think they’re adequate. 1° ll.dnst relate a personal sxperiencs to point
that out. Point number 1 - that I was fro= sholj I : 2°X'C4e
eiviiian employee, and I think that was about i1t. The first time I came in
a Captain introdused himeslf and said, “Waere are you from?t®

“Phat’s swell ~ what are you with out therel®

“1'w with the |GG

"hat’s fine ~ I've bveen at [ IIIGIGE vo yeare. VWhere've you
heeni®

I said, "I've never heen thers." Well, no harm was done there. 1 got
out of 1t alright but to cover that thing 1s right dengerous I think.

I%d 1ike to Just mention some pointes that were mentioned by larry.

X 5hink 1% is valuable to send some of our people out there - certain types
sf our people., Anybody that has had Infantry training wouldn’t gein too
mpshk out of it, I think. Others would gain something, particularly on the
srok moving people across country and ground navigation. Anyone that’s had
sxpevience in Infantry would find things that should have been taught that
weren'¢. We found a couple of occasions whers ve thought things should
bave been pointed out and weren't. Just one exawple: we were moving slong

the road in a column of sixteen people, somebody called a break, we crossed
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over the road $o muddy ground (and there were footprints left ~ anybody
could have counted there were 16 in the group) but it wasn’t found. But
28 1 asy, it'’s a wvaluable course. When we first started on our trek the
leader at the head with sixteen or so wae traveling through dry woodss
twigs made a lot of noige, if there were anyone arnund they could hear
you. Well, he proceeded to brakk off a lot of the twige to make it earier
for the rest of the peopls to come through. Somebody told him about that,
that he made a 1ot of noise so he stopped it but I think 1t 1s a good idea
to rand our people out there to know that they will do things like that if
¥ou don“t tell them or if you don’t watch them. The groups were agaln %00
largo I think, 1t would have been a better idea %o split them up into small
geoups, they would have learned more. 1 won't say anymore about that. One
puint I would like to mention is that course assumed that you had .a lot of
gear with you. They assumed that when they got their mon on the ground le
hmd a parachute and he bad the SAC survival kit. It has been nentioned that
wa 4idn't have t;ha.t kit because 1t 1s still in the process of developmeqt
but we had quite a' bit of gear with us. We hsd & Iknife, compass, ratlons
(a1l %the rations you needed = in fact, you bkad so much it was too heavy),
no preblem in survival eo far as food went. I suppose weirs being prasticel
to sond two men out with a kni;fo and a compags and in a week ur so to live
off the land, I wouldn't want to do it but I think It should be kept in
oind that these men are taught to survive with a 1diof gear and 114 they
don’% have it they might run into trouble. One or two comments about this
waapon, the Hornet Rifle, & very good weapon for itls purpose but I'd rather

hava some other kind of weapon, one that's heavier, one that's longer.

It's too short, feels too short, I tried to firé it offhand, kneeling,
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sitting end I found it uncomfortable in any position except prone. There
Jues vasn't enough of it. A & ‘hundred yards bracsd sgainst something
you could clip any oiiw of these targets they put wp. Clean weapon — Vary
good. That's about all I have right now. Z had a couple other things to say
but they're all covered. Any questions? Good enough !
25X1A%a I will you tske over, pleasel
The only qusstion that I feel could stand & 1ittle covering is that
of the velue of this course to our peope. It has elresdy been covered by
tvo of the pecple who have been up here. 1 think perhaps there are many
of ua who ere more interested in' that question than any other and it seems
to me that 1t depends entirely on what type of activity our people ars
engegod in and I think that there would be & good many of our people who
would £ind thie course extremely valuable. I, for §xample,, though 1 had
four years of service never did have any Infantry training and that partie-
uias phase of it was moet interesting to me and I think willl be helpful to
mo in the type of planning that 1 will be engaged in. I think that 1f the
parson has had a sufficient amount of Infantry btreining, Ground Forces
training or field life of one gorh oOr another the whole last week of the
course cen be writtsn off buf that still leaves us with the first week of
the course, half of which is in Saylor Park, half of which is in Camp
Garson and I would say that over that first week about half of the time is
spent ib :_tamlli.arizaeion with survival eguipment snd about half of the
time in theoretical discussions about problems of esoape, evasion, and
gurvival. I think that sny of our personnsl that are going to do planning
giong that lime should get that. That splite the course halfwa.y in twe. I

25X1A%a sooxe to [ e 12t dsy of the course as to how it would be if

gsome of amll:r personnel wers to he sent out and were to be given a redused
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courcza. There’s a course of only one week and he sald that could be
arrenged. At that time I was thinking primarily of those people who perhaps
would not be able phvesically to etand up under this arduous field life that
we went through end it wes for that reason that he anewered as he did but I
sti1l feel that that reduced course would be extremely valuable to anyone
who had hed sufficient amount of field training and did not have the know~
ledge of survival equipment and the theoretical knowledge that was nesessazy.
0f course, that brings up another point. Couldn’t that theoretical know-
ledge be brought out in the courece here? I was extremely well impressed
with the quality of the instruction we got right here in Washington befors
we Lc?t and I think that that course perhaps should be considersd here. We
conld bplow that course up tosa longer period of time and omitting the
training out in 4Gamp Carson particularly for people who have had a sufficiunt
amount of f‘leid training. This field training I think would be extremely
veluable to anyone who dossn't understand the conditions that are faced by
men who are out in the field. I think that 1% makes you considerably more
realiatioc in your attitude towards landing on missions that lavolve thet
tyoe of field duty much more so tm if you haven't had such experience.
That'a about the only point that I felt should be covered in addition %¢
that covered by the other men. Are thers any questions that 1 can answerl
25X1A9a _ What sbout these wooded mountains? Was there
anything seid about desert countries?
Tes, through our training hers in Washimgton and our training out
thers the types of terrain that were covered were {a) Jungle, (b) desert,

{c) tundra, that is Arctic reglons not im snow conditions, and mountain.

I would say the sub-arctic 1is tunéra, That was malnly 4in the form of
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filma, they were very good training films and in addition there were
lecturers who had traveled extensively in each one of those areas or hed
1ived under fleld conditions in each of those areas. X might say that I
was impressed both here and in Colorado Springs with the caliber of the
igstruction. 1 think it was o:ti-emely high and i:n all cases the instrustors
were people who had extensive first-hend knowledge of the areas that they
were Lalking about. They were not people \;ho had covered an Army handbook
on some area and were talking about it from the purely theorstical point of
25X1A93§1%Q Ap _pointed out, a good deal of the value of the course
wonsiats of bull sessions with the large number of people that had experience
supsrior to that of any of the rest of us.
Are there any other questiona? Thatlse it.
25X1A%a I thsoic very much. One thing that should be brought up
is the faot that thie cover proposition is being sorutiniged at the moment
anit I hope that we!ll have a solution to it bafore mi got ourselves in hot
snter., Now, 1f there are no mors questiona I believe that this Just about

vinde 4%t up. I want to thank the five gulnes pigs for participating and

aluo thenk all of you for showing up.
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